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The foll owi ng I naugural Address was given by Harvey Godwi n, Jr.
on Thursday, January 7, 2016, at 6:00 p.m before tribal

counci | nmenbers and the public.



Thank you, thank you very nuch. As others have
stated, | only stand here because of the grace of God and ny
Lord and Savio,r, Jesus Christ. | would like to thank past
council menbers and Chair Paul Brooks for their service to
the Lunbee people. | would also like to thank Chancell or
Robi n Cunmi ngs for allow ng us to have GPAC toni ght and the
Annex afterwards.

This university means so nuch to me and ny
famly. M wfe graduated from here, nmy sister
My not her graduated here in the 40s. She is 90
years old. M son graduated from here, and the
ot her son spent two years here but went to that
ot her school that has that blue-col or sky.

But this university nmeans so nuch to our
people, and it's with our faith in God and our
education that our forefathers fought for and
provided to us many generations ago, stands as a
beacon of what we should be doing now, and
toni ght, | pledge ny allegiance, personally, and
as the | eader of the Lunbee Tribe, with the triba
council, that we will partner with the University
going forward, and we will partner for the
goodness of the people, the Lunbee people, but we
will partner for the goodness of all people that

conme to this great university.



Toni ght, | submt for a call to action.
Let's all get ready to lead. You' re here tonight
because you care about your people. You're here
that you care about people that are on the stage.
You're here that you care about your famlies. W
all have to do this together. And a call to
action -- we have to consider the old path. This
university represents sone of the old path, but
our belief in God is evident that we're a
spiritual people. Qur forefathers,-- that's how
t hey brought us out of the swanps. That's why we
are where we are now.

The val ue of an education, of course,
protecting our Lumbee culture, hard work, and
integrity and honesty in everything we do, and of
course, our connection to the land. W nust
respect and honor -- just a few years ago, the
crafters of our constitution. W nust enbrace the
spirit of the constitution and tighten | oophol es
and strengthen the rights further of the Lunbee
people. The old path, now the new path -- and
straight up front, | want to tell you that we wl
have a transparent and open government.

The questions stands: Does our government

work? Is it -- it is extrenely vital -- it's



entirely vital that there is a trust between the
Lunbee people and their government. The
governnent nust do their business in the |ight of
day, not in darkness; nust build integrity by
managi ng public dollars; spending dollars w sely;
and holding to account all dollars spent. W nust
see bad habits and stop them W nust be held
accountable to tell the truth to the people at al
times. All levels of governnent, state and
federal, have ways for the people to request
public informati on such as the North Carolina
Publ ic Records Act and the Freedom of Information
Act for the federal governnent.

The Lunbee Constitution, as it's currently
written, doesn't fully protect the rights of the
Lunmbee people, and it doesn't pronote a
transparent government. | prom se you we will
have a constitutional convention to institute a
system for the people to request public records
fromthe tribal governnent. This will take a
col l aborati on between the Chair and the
adm ni stration and the tribal council, and this
will take tinme and patience on behalf of all, but
we nmust make i nfornmed decisions.

We will have outreach. The tribal enployees



will be charged to go to all the Indian centers

t hr oughout Lunbee | and throughout Baltinore al

the way down to every county that we have, and
with this outreach, they' Il be there to |isten and
communi cate and informand also listen to the
peopl e of what needs they have; getting down to
their tribal card or what services they nmay need
in conjunction with their tribal | eadershinp.

Qur culture stands very firmwth nme, and
it's non-negotiable. Qur past elections protected
our identity at all times. |In our little
communi ties such a Union Chapel, Munt Airy, and
all the communities in between, elders got
t oget her many generati ons ago and protected our
culture and established ways of educating our
people, which lead to the fine institution that
we're sitting in today. W nust study our
cul tural history and engage our young people to be
self-determ ned. We will convene cultural think
tanks and round tables to define control -- to
define, control, and determ ne who we are as a
peopl e; not through stereotypes who others say we
are, or not even what the Bureau of Indian Affairs
says we are, but what -- who we say we are.

And we can begin with archaeol ogical facts



and proof that natives have been living beside
Moss Neck Swanp for the |last 10,000 years. W
wi Il support and pronote our artists, first and
forenost, in culture; our nusicians. We wl]l
support and grow our culture center, and we w |
try -- this will take some tinme, but bring back
our beloved Strike at the W nd.

We have to have invol venent, involvement from
everyone. We will put together a Lunbee triba
governnment summt, and with this, we're going to
get ideas. How can we nobve better forward? How
can we work with the tribal council? The
adm ni stration? Wth the people? The people have
to be enpowered, so tonight, I'm charging you:
you're going to be enpowered.

We nmust first protect our elders and our
yout h and our out-of-school youth. Elders nust be
secure and confortable, whatever we have to do to
make t hat happen. W want to create nentorships.
Qur young peopl e deserve and nust have nentors.
I'"m standi ng here before you tonight only through
t he grace of God, and | had many, many nentors.
have nmentors now. | have a spiritual mentor. |
have ot her mentors, but our children have to have

mentorship so -- and the nentors have to come from



this group.

We have doctors, we have | awyers,
entrepreneurs, any profession you can think of.
Musi ci ans, any real mof enploynment you can think
of have to conme together now, right now, and pul
t oget her and organi ze how we can nmentor our young
peopl e, and that also includes volunteerism You
know, nobody ever becanme poor by giving to others.
There's a |l ot of small groups out here that build
handi cap ranps for people. They build and create
housing that the tribal council doesn't take care
of sonmetinmes, and we had the backpack program for
chil dren.

I would like to submit that we bring all of
our resources together and we partner with the
di fferent groups doing this and have a nore
power ful influence on nore people in a positive
way. And through econom c devel opment -- | think
the tribe has a tremendous opportunity to recruit
i ndustry and jobs here. There's a |ot of
conpani es that would like to partner with, | know,
with the Lunbee Tribe to set up shop here, to
build industry, to create jobs so that we can
create our own prosperity so that we can be

self-reliant, and so that we can have partnerships



that can stand for all tine. W want to put a
governnent in place now that many generations wl
stand when |I'm gone, where they're gone, and when
you peopl e take over and hel p govern, then the
systemw |l still be in place that will be
positive for the people and these things |I'm
tal ki ng about will stand.

And we nust extend opportunity through
prosperity. W nust have unity. | pledge to work
tonight with the tribal council, and I wll

respect you for all time as ny brothers and

sisters and all the work that we do. We will have
community nmeetings where I will visit, if you wl
have ne. We will go to each and every district

that you represent together to the people and
represent the people and listen to the peopl e and
their concerns and communi cate with them | wll
work and try to collaborate with all centers of
power: |local, state, and federal. W have M.
WIl Collins here tonight fromthe North Carolina
Departnment of Commerce who is willing by his
presence here tonight. He's wlling, standing
ready to coll aborate with the Lunmbee Tri be.

We will collaborate with centers for

education: the public schools, UNC Penbroke, the



community colleges,-- and with the tribe's here
tonight, let me say, | thank you so much for
attendi ng tonight, and you have my word and ny
comm tnent that we will build bridges together,
and we will partner together, and we will nake al
of us strong.

Last, let nme say sonething that's been really
heavy on nmy heart. At one tinme in ny life, |
wasn't a very savvy tech person, and |'m probably
not now. Throughout necessity, | had to becone.
When texting first cane into play, | would call ny
sons on their cell phones for two hours. They
woul d not answer their phone, but if you text
them they'd text for two hours, so | had to | earn
how to text -- but social media can be a positive
thing. Qur canpaign proved that.

It can be used in a positive way. A positive
instrunent to bring people together for a common
cause and a common purpose, but what's happened,
and it's happened so many tinmes in our past and is
preval ent now. People use social nedia to hurt one
anot her. You know, tribes, our people within
oursel ves, have wars on each other for nmany, many
generations, and tonight, it nust stop. You know,

we should be kind to each other. We are a



beauti ful people.

Everybody in this building -- there's
different races, different backgrounds that are
here tonight to show their conm tnent and
partnering with the Lunbee Tribe and the other
nati ons here fromacross North Carolina. This
shoul d be a beacon of hope. All people, al
peopl e can cone together if we choose to do so,
but when you're hateful and when you're hurtful
you destroy sonmeone's reputation or try to destroy
sonmeone's famly or their business. Just because
you're sitting at a conputer and you can do it
with no consequence, it's wong. It's wong.

The night of our election Preacher Tim
chal l enged ne to do one thing and one thing only:
he said | ove people. Love people. Love
everybody, and | gave himnmy word that | woul d,
and |'ve given God ny word on that. So we have a
chance here to enbrace hope and faith and | ove to
where we can nake somet hing positive because
nothing is going to be positive unless you have
love init. Unless you feel it fromyour heart
and your soul, and |like the song said, our heart
is a drum Qur hearts beat the same way. W

communi cate with our spirits and our hearts, and



that's inportant, but the negative things break
t hat down, and we have to get away fromthat.

So let's tonight -- let's uplift all people.
Let's have faith, hope, and love. Let's have
mentors. |If one of our young people falls astray
and gets on the wong path -- and trust me, | have
been on many, many wrong paths. Let's bring the
old path and the new path together. Let's have
mentorships. |If one of us falls to the side, then
we're going to pick our brother or our sister up.
We're going to dust themoff. W' re going to dust
them of f and encourage them so that they can go on
the right path and on the good path and go forward
inlife.

So the old path and the new path -- let's

bring them together tonight. And, you know, |

still believe in everything |I'm saying tonight,
and | know you still believe because you' re here
tonight. A lot of people still believe because

t hey voted for our candidacy, so they stil

bel i eve, and | know you feel and how you care
about the things that we're tal king about. So |
know that if we believe in who we are, and we know
our path, and we have a great opportunity with 8A.

We'll talk about it in the nmonths to cone.



For the tribe to beconme self-prosperous to the
poi nt where full federal recognition will be

i nconsequential. We will pursue full federa
recogni tion, but we have an opportunity to be
prosperous; standing alone to where nobody can say
who we are. We know who we are, we know how to
enpl oy our own people, we know how to treat our
own people, we know how to protect our own peopl e,
and that will perneate throughout all this |loca
area and through the whol e nation.

I want to thank God for this opportunity to
serve the Lunbee people and for your support,
patience, and faith, and let nme just say for once
and for all: May God bl ess the Lunbee people, and
may God bl ess everyone in this roomtonight.

Thank you and God bl ess you.



